DALE FARM HOUSING ASSOCIATION 

Secretary 
Grattan Puxon 
1 John Harper Street 
Colchester C01 1RP 
01206 523528 
Dale.farni@btmtemet.com 


Chief Constable Roger Baker 
Essex Constabulary 
Springfield 
Chelmsford CM2 6DA 

7 October 2008 

RE: CONCERNS REGARDING POLICE ROLE AT 

PLANNED EVICTION OF DALE FARM FAMILIES 

Dear Mr Baker, 

1 As you will be aware, Basildon District Council have put 
together plans for a massive eviction of some 90 families 

at Dale Farm, Crays Hill, involving the bulldozing of 52 properties, at a 
cost of up to 1.9 million pounds, and leaving several hundred men, women 
and children with nowhere to live. 

2 We understand the policing of this operation, if allowed to 

go ahead by the Court of Appeal hearing in December, will add several 
hundred thousands to the total bill; a cost to be borne by Essex 
Constabulary. 

3 Based on previous, though smaller, evictions of this kind we have a 
number of major concerns as to the role and conduct of police officers and 
bailiffs. 

4 For this reason, a team of Human Rights Monitors has been formed to 
observe the eviction (should it take place); it includes Lord Avebury and 
Nick Harvey MP, as well as members of the clergy. 

In addition, a number of media persons will be present at Dale Farm. 

5 At a meeting with Graham Tombs of Essex County Council on 19 Sept we 
were informed that the ECC could open a holding centre in a local school 
for children and other vulnerable people during the first phase of the 
eviction. 

6 Our response is that we need to examine in detail with them, and other 
parties (police, BDC, Essex Fire & Rescue), the Risk Assessment drawn up 
for the direct action operation, originally with Constant & Co bailiffs, who 
were contracted for evictions in Wickford. 
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7 Our people, who are being put at risk by the operation, need to be 
satisfied that all health and safety requirements are being met and to 
assess for ourselves the danger from heavy machinery etc. If it is such 
that children, and mothers, and possibly elderly persons, should go to a 
place of temporary refuge, we would prefer this to be arranged through 
Our Lady of Good Counsel Church, using church halls. 

However, this does not mean we are willingly condoning or co-operating 
with an operation which will leave families on the roadside, in car parks or 
trespassing on land and exposed to police action. 

8 In the discussion which arose with Mr Tombs, it was pointed out that the 
Chief Constable has the power on his own authority to hold children for up 
to 72 hours. 

9 We are seeking clarification as to whether it is intended to use this 
power during the Dale Farm eviction; or under what circumstances might 
the Chief Constable decide to take children into protection during such an 
operation. 

10 A well-documented complaint against Constant & Co Bailiffs has been 
submitted to the Ministry of justice in connection with the drawing up of 
new rules governing the conduct of bailiffs and introduction of a 
complaints procedure. 

This complaint was placed on the agenda of the Conference on Eviction 
Protocol & Policy, arranged by Essex Fire & Rescue, and is included with 
this letter. 

I am requesting that a meeting be set up with you, at your convenience, 
for the purpose of discussing the above matters, as suggested by Graham 
Tombs. It would be attended by ECC representatives and Basildon council, 
and as well as Essex Fire and Rescue. 

Our side will be represented by Cllr. Candy Sheridan (North Norfolk), chair 
of the Gypsy Council, Prof. Thomas Acton, GC; Sean Risdale, CEHR; 

Richard Solly, Traveller Law Reform Project, Kathleen McCarthy, vice-chair 
of the DFHA, Ann Kobayashi, of Our Lady of Good Counsel Church and 
myself. 

Sincerely 


Grattan Puxon 
Secretary DFHA 


